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King, which is a contradiction to all ideas of justice and reason,
But, if it becomes a question of how much of Saxony the
Saxon King will cede to the Prussian King, and if such con-
cession on the part of the Saxon King is necessary in order
to restore Prussia to a size equal to that which she enjoyed in
1805, then the King of France will be the first to pledge the
Saxon ruler to make such concessions as will not harm the
interests of Austria and of Germany, which at present signify
the general interests of Europe. Your Highness would seem
to have shown me what those concessions should be, in the
list which accompanied your note.
His Christian Majesty, being unalterably determined not
to sanction, even by his silence, the carrying out of the plans
against the King and Kingdom of Saxony, yet preferring to
believe that these plans are the result of error or self-decep-
tion and that a closer study will dispel them; full of confi-
dence in the personal integrity and feelings of His Majesty,
the King of Prussia, who has also had his misfortunes; realiz-
ing how much can be accomplished by the influence of His
Majesty, the Emperor of Russia, and how much is to be ex-
pected from the noble qualities which he possesses; finally,
convinced that one must never despair in a just cause, has
never despaired in that of Saxony. He is even less in despair
upon learning that His Majesty, the Emperor of Austria, by
a resolution worthy of him, has come boldly to its> defense,
and he declares that he will never abandon it.
Tolitics or philosophy? A mixture of both; therein lies
the incredible singularity of this document. Gentz called
the letter "an extrejnely remarkable piece of work, com-
posed with as much fervor as strength and nobility, -em-
bracing great truths and astonishing judgment." Gentz is
right: great truths, in particular two great truths which
the nineteenth century was to disregard more and more.
The first-is that a system of states such as Europe can only
remain peaceful if it is governed by principles which are
respected by the most powerful states, even though these
states are able to violate them and gain an immediate
advantage. The second is that those principles, though